
On January 20, 2010, Emmaus Jowe 

Tzeng came into this world, courtesy 
of parents Benjamin Tzeng and Annie 
Hsieh (mainly Annie though…). We 
congratulate them as the very first set 

of parents from WCAC Youth Group! 
(Although...I’m not quite sure whether 
or not they really count…) 
Anyways, with January as the month 
of beginnings, I just wanted to take 
this time to reflect on just that—
beginnings. We have New Year’s Reso-

lutions, the start of a new year, a new 
month, and the birth of a new life. But 
beginnings aren’t simply limited to the 
month of January. 
I know I’m guilty of wanting to start 

something and then procrastinating by 
saying ―Well, I’ll just start over on 

January 1. It’ll mean more.‖ 
But honestly, does it really mean 
more? Does ―January 1”  somehow 
make it more official?  
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No. It doesn’t.  

We can start over anytime.  
God continually washes us clean. 
There aren’t any established days and  

God’s never like ―Nope. You gotta 
wait a few more weeks until I forgive 
you again.‖ And that’s the beauty of 
God’s love. We can be cleansed any-
time if we only ask for His forgive-
ness.  
So we can make that change any-

time. Cleansing isn’t just for Sunday 
confession during English worship, 
and making a change isn’t limited to 
just January 1.  
………… 
Alright, that’s my brief shpeal while I 

wait for other members of WCAC 
Code to submit their articles… 
 

-  Victoria Han 
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Happy Chinese New Year!  To all you born in 
the year of the Tiger, this is your year, includ-
ing the new Emmaus J. Tzeng!  Congratulations 
to Rev. Ben and Annie for this blessing of God 

in their lives!  Since not just youths are reading 
this, let me remind dear readers that as the 
Church of Christ, the spiritual instruction of Em-
maus is not just Rev. Ben and Annie’s business.  

Theologically, it is also our business.  Likewise, 
our own spiritual life is not just our business.  
When Emmaus grows older and, God-willing, 

join the Church in baptism, our spiritual lives 
will be his business as well.  So, let us support 
the newest parents of the WCAC community (as 
of this article’s writing)! 
 
In two months, many of you seniors will know 
where you’ll roughly be heading next year for 

college.  Some of you have made your decisions 
already.  It’s an unnerving time, I realize... I’ve 
been there 3 times now, waiting expectantly for 
the acceptance and rejection letters to come.  
Some of you will be heading to your dream 
schools, but perhaps some of you will face 

crushing sadness as your dream schools turn 

you down, and maybe some more, especially 
when they’ve accepted applicants way less 
competent than you. 
 
But sometimes, we need to be rejected in order 
for God to point us in the right direction.  You 

all know that I was supposed to come home to 
work at our family business in Malaysia for at 
least a few years.  When I returned back to Sin-
gapore after my dad’s funeral and all, my mom 
applied for a Malaysian work permit, so that I 
could prepare to work.  It was supposed to be a 
no-brainer: I have a master’s degree in eco-

nomics.  How could the Malaysian government 
turn me down? 

 
But they did, to everyone’s total surprise, in-
cluding myself.  Apparently, some immigration 
issue occurred between Malaysia and Indonesia 
during the application and Malaysia blanket-

rejected all work visas, including mine.  Thus I 
was not allowed to work in Malaysia.  But I 
could not work in Singapore as well (my grand-
father’s company doesn’t operate in Singapore, 
and even if they did, I don’t have a work visa).  
So what’s next for me?  I am unemployed, and 

cannot be employed!  My mom was especially 

frustrated.  She was counting on me having a 
family job.  That’s clearly out the window at this 
point. 
 

When God closes a door, He always has another 
open.  It was true with St. Paul.  He was in Asia 
Minor preaching the Gospel, but God kept closing 
doors.  Why would God close doors on even 

preaching the Gospel?  But it became clear to 
Paul that God wanted him in Macedonia instead, 
so there he went.  When I left, I told many of you 

that I was quite sure it’s God’s will for me to go 
back.  But now that my dad’s gone and I can’t 
work, God, what do You want me to do? 
 
In my case, the closed doors led to one open 
door, and it happens to lead to Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary (PTS).  When it was confirmed 

that PTS is where I’ll be heading, things quickly 
fell into place.  If I didn’t leave Chicago, I’d be 
doing a PhD at UIC or going to seminary in the 
Chicago area, both of which was not God’s plan 
for me.  If I didn’t come back and apply for that 
work permit, my mom (and dad, especially) 

would be convinced that God’s will for me is to 

stay in Singapore permanently, which eventually 
it turned out it wasn’t.  Any doubts about PTS 
were cleared when family issues resurfaced, ef-
fectively ending any possibility of me staying in 
Singapore. 
 

So there’s the update: where I’ll be heading in 
the fall.  As of now, I’m planning to visit mid-April 
to start finishing up business in Chicago, and 
then heading over to New Jersey to start the 
moving process.  In any case I hope all of you, as 
you face more rejections in life, realize that your 
rejections are not the end of everything.  You 

may be turned down from a sports team, an 

honor society, some great award, or whatever.  
But sports teams, honor societies, great awards, 
etc. do not make a person who they are.  You 
may be turned down from Great-and-Amazing 
University, but Great-and-Amazing University 
doesn’t necessarily make you into who God wants 

you to be.  Furthermore, where God takes you 
may not be glorious in the world’s eyes, but I 
guarantee you will not only enjoy the ride, but 
will never regret your decision to follow in His 
steps. 
 

-  Henry Kuo 
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This is a shameless plug for the 
Prayer Ministry's new project, 
Prayer Partners.  
 
Three reasons why you should 

sign up: 
1. Ariel and I send you encour-
aging testimonies from the Voice 
of the Martyrs Xtreme Devotional 
book. 
2. You get to know your fellow 
brothers and sisters in Christ 

better. 
2. Someone is REQUIRED to be 
your friend for one day every 
week...just kidding. 
 
I'm going to be serious now. Af-
ter going through the book of 

Acts, Pastor Ben, Ariel and I 
were moved by the prayer lives 
of the early church. We saw that 
by sharing with each other and praying together, 
the apostles and early Christians allowed the Holy 
Spirit to unify their group and give them a Christ-
centered focus for fellowship. 

 
When you sign up for Prayer Partners, Ariel and I 

will assign you a partner every week (of the same 
gender) to pray with. The two of you should get 
in touch and decide on a time, place and method 

of communication. Skype, call, or 
pray in person with your partner 
during the week. Use the Xtreme 
Devotional, prayer calendar or 
anything you want. We give these 

materials to you so you can use 
them if you wish. They're just 
guidelines to help you out if you 
don't know where to start. But 
don't feel limited by what we give 
you. Pray for anything, pray for 
everything. Just pray. =) 

 
If you feel intimidated by prayer, 
don't be afraid. God does not 
judge you by how you sound or 
what you say. He already knows 
all of that. But the purpose of 
prayer is to come before our 

LORD, surrendering our own de-
sires and re-aligning ourselves to 
Him. It is our hope that by get-

ting together with someone else, our Youth Group 
will be closer and more unified with each other. 
 
If you're still undecided, please pray about it. But 

I'm pretty sure that praying about whether or not 
to participate in a prayer activity will just lead you 

to sign up. So sign up now! and you can pray WITH 
your partner. =) Happy praying! 
 

-  Priscilla Liu 
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People in Prayer 

Senior High Retreat 
Questions. We all have them. They could 

range anywhere from as simple as, ―Can I have 
a cookie?‖ to the complex, ―What is the meaning 
of life?‖ It also happened to be the theme of the 

annual 2010 senior high winter retreat where 
alliance churches from all around the Chicago-
land area gather for a weekend at Camp Bara-

boo in Wisconsin. This year, Heath was the 
speaker for the multiple highschoolers of various 
races and ethnicities who gathered at the re-
treat. Preaching out of James, he challenged all 

those who attended to be ―doers‖ and not just 
―speakers,‖ urging all those present to live out 
the call Christ gave us before he ascended into 
heaven. Throughout four different sessions, 
some important points that he highlighted in-
cluded: Jesus was offensive, so we should not be 

afraid to disrupt the status quo ourselves; the 
only true wisdom is the wisdom that you receive 
freely from God; and, as Christians, we are 

called to care for the broken and hurting of the 
world. 

Besides the challenging speaking from Heath, 
this year’s senior high winter retreat featured vari-
ous other activities. These included an intense 

broomball tournament with Jon Mann’s small group 
prevailing over the other seven small groups; a 

crazy game of extreme volleyball where the ball 
almost never went out; and a Q&A session where 
Heath and a bunch of other small group leaders 
were asked to answer any questions the youth had. 
The topics ranged from ethics to morals to applica-

tions of one’s knowledge of the Word; in the end, a 
wide assortment of questions were answered that 
helped the attending youth to grow in their walks 
with Christ and continue to follow God’s call on their 
lives. Overall, this senior high winter retreat was 
utterly exceptional, and we hope to see all the sen-
ior high students there next year! 

-  Michael Rau 
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The Music Corner   

Switchfoot 
One day, a good friend by the name of Stephen Norregaard recom-
mended me to listen to Switchfoot’s newest album, Hello Hurricane. At 
that time, I wasn’t much of a Switchfoot fan so I decided to check out 

their newest album AND refresh my knowledge of the band. Unfortu-
nately that knowledge will be presented to you all who are reading this 
right now. 
Switchfoot, first of all, is a surfing term. Why? Cause Jon Foreman, 
lead singer and guitar, states "We all love to surf and have been surf-
ing all our lives so to us, the name made sense. To switch your feet 
means to take a new stance facing the opposite direction. It's about 

change and movement, a different way of approaching life and music". 
Switchfoot’s genre is basically rock with a twist to alternative pop. 
They incorporate the use of many instruments – like harmonicas and 
weird percussions – and the synthesizer to create a very unique rock 
style that is only found in Switchfoot. The band is blessed with musical 
talent, having a strong vocal group accompanied by distinct guitar 

playing. Jon Foreman composes most of the songs the band performs, 
finding inspiration then immediately writing down the ―blueprints‖ to a 
possible song. 
Now Switchfoot is a Christian band, but not always listed  as a Chris-
tian band. There is a reason behind this. Their aim is to reach ALL 
types of audiences, not only to Christians. Jon explains that "We've 
always been very open and honest about where the songs are coming 

from. For us, these songs are for everyone. Calling us 'Christian rock' 
tends to be a box that closes some people out and excludes them. And 
that's not what we're trying to do. Music has always opened my 

mind—and that's what we want". So basically, Switchfoot becomes the 
―secular‖ in order to minister to the secular. So if you consider Star-
field on the conservative side of outreach and RelientK on the more 
radical side, Switchfoot is past the radical side, delving deep into en-

emy territory. However, their way of outreach is not accepted by 
Christians.  
 
I’ve personally been only listening to Switchfoot these past couple of 
weeks. They are definitely a mature band and their lyrics have much 
significance and connotations in em. They’re one of a kind, and it 

gives me joy to see them minister all over the world, including Africa 
(they actually are coming back from their trip to Japan soon). If you’re 
that type of person who likes to reflect on the world and in your own 
life, then check this band out – they are quite the legit. Look forward 
to my next article, where I will do an album review (yeah, about time) 

on Hello Hurricane. ïDUSTOUT ð 
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