usual it was very fun. This year Josh Chang

hosted the party and we had a great time
just fellowshipping together. After some wor-

ship we headed to the basement to do some

2 o h he Do O Made A
DOUIo ade. A

Ul d V d

year’s event, we did skits that involved vari-

ous scenes of the nativity. It was quite funny
with the
required props to it. Later after all the skits

with everyone acting o he ene

Prero ed, WE alrted c

elephant gift exchange. It hilarious to see

what everyone got and who stole what. No

one was willing to steal my gi

an enjoyable time with lots of laughs. I think

Ul grea O cc U d a you

come and hang out together and still keep it

N3

Christ centered. I can’t wait for this year’s

Cot .
- Ester Fang

THE PEOPLE OF GOD SERIES

As we went through the semester

and characters reflected in our lives.

with our eyes focused on our theme
— United without Walls, we were |lead

I am thankful for the media team that

to study Ephesians in our Bible Stud-

put together introduction videos for
each Bible Study which can still be seen

ies. It was here that we found each
of our lessons on how to be “A Holy

on youtube or the youth group webpage

People”, “A United People”, “A Gen-

under the media section. They always

erous People”, “A Spirit Filled Peo-
ple”, “A Strong People”, and “A

got all of us to be interested in what
God was going to say that night. I am

Humble People”. God was speaking

also really thankful for all the Bible

Study leaders and also all of those that
u 1d at

powerfully through His Word and
allowed us to see the ways we are

Gy1Cadclroat aloU atl O tHUOSC L

were able to participate in the Bible

challenged as God'’s people, His chil-

Studies because God was speaking

dren that we are to reflect more and
more of who He is. God used each

+hrotiah h £ vort+ Mmoo £f Him
Lmmougircalinr O yOu Lo ST 111orc Or mirn

and how we can live it out.

group to discuss powerful what it

means for us to have these qualities

Q
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God Bible Series

Winter Means
Change

Coffeehouse:
Up! Looking
Heavenwards.

All Church Prayer
Meetings

The Music Corner
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Tracy's Page! WCAC Code

Editor’s Note: friend at youth group, and so I would go occa-
Tracy Kwan posted this note on Facebook on sionally. Obviously as time past, she knew every-
November 5, 2009. After reading the note, I body really well and got along, whereas I stood
sue for WCAC Code, but unfortunately, I could- feel like a loser. I was an outcast. Nobody liked

7

I

secure permission. Mainly because I didn’t have

her number...but I digress. Anyways, I'm sorry I really look up to my brothers. Victor seemed to
it’s such a heartwarming note :) I saw him at church, his love for God was just
Facebook... the people there. And so, I identified myself with
Please enjoy! my other brother, who isn't exactly a "church-

goer”. I felt like it was alright because I had more

friends than Victor outside of church, and I didn't

son. Or at least the illusion is, because it's filled "these people". I wanted to be friends with them.

with carollng, gifts, and happy people When I

would be like that S|tt|ng by the f|replace sip- who made me want to go to youth group every
that soon faded away as our ﬁreplace never towards God in times of need and in times of
[ actually worked, and my parents didn't want to trouble when the sky felt I|ke it was faII|ng And

for a different reason. grown closer to God Vlctor has also started to

Starting from win-

grades weren't

ter last year, life ; Needless to say, I am
NasS great. M X N f i/ 0
‘ ' § love, His mercy, and
hat bad, T was ir : £ - W His glory.

a relationship,

erwhelmeanp H

E——

to hang out W|th

and I had great I want so badly to
7 - Iove and pra|se Him
Vicky in Shanghai. L ‘ as Victor did. Al-

The new year's though I still feel un-

lock-in was awe- comfortable going to

just wonderful. ' feel like some awk-

ward child who can't
But the most fitin, I guess I can

wonderful part of say that it doesn't

was when I felt about praising God for

like I truly had a everything that He's
relationship with Woooo! :) done.

God See, aIthough I've grown up

course I could put the blame on how my family ten I feel stupid. It's not winter.

influenced me, but I make decisions for myself
right? So really I didn't like going to church be- - Tracy Kwan

cause I had no friends. Originally, I had one
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COFFEEHOUSE:
UP! LOOKING HEAVENWARDS.

\On a brisk winter
evening on December 6,
multiple carloads of youth
streamed into a building
characteristically known for

dearly-loved, but non-believing
friends to Jesus Christ, but it
also enables the youth to par-
ticipate with the rest of the
church in the fulfillment of the

its double camel humps.
The time was about six

Great Commission to “go and
make disciples of all na-

o’clock with nightfall not tions" (Matthew 28 19), and |t

these youth stepped out of | that Christ caIIed the church to

their cars and entered the
domed building
stream of music roated from W|th|n a carpeted
weary souls tired from their exhausting commute
from the faraway lands of Wheaton, Naperville,

pursue.

event among youth group members; in fact many
of last year’s seniors declared that their favorite

ior Scrapbooks). For those who perform, it is an

skits and various other types of performances

wards their Savior in creative ways while trying to
articulate to non-believing visitors the reason be-
hind this relationship with Jesus Christ. In short, it

to echo from W|th|n the room.

That was just a glimpse of the annual Winter gives people a chance to share the gospel with their

Church, where people sign up every year to per- circumventing directly hostile opposition to the gos-

form pr|mar|Iy songs and skits that gIor|fy God pel message (which is aIways a good thing). On the

the youth group to |nV|te the|r friends to a non- not to perform itis a good time to socialize, meet
threatening-atmosphereat church-and expose — new friends, and simply enjoy being surrounded by —
them to the warm WCAC family. This helps to praise to God. It truly is an amazing time for all

leave a good impression in the minds of newcom- those involved and an awesome opportunity where

newcomers feel more welcome and comfortable We will be hosting a Summer Coffeehouse too,

p055|bly enough for them to return again next which we will hopefuIIy see you at. J But until next

Thus not onIy does Coffeehouse |ntroduce many

- Michael Rau

ALL CHURCH PRAYER MEETINGS.

One thing I noticed at the last All Church Planting Project, members of the church who are

Prayer Meeting this past Friday was that there W|thout JObS health concerns for those who are sick

the title. It ba5|caIIy con5|sted of the pastors, with soon to be newborn babies. Praying for each

some youth, and a few parents. Shouldn’t we be other and for the church is an essential part of be-
praying together since, after all, we are part of ing a Christian, so why not just come to prayer

the church? However, other than the Iack of meetings on Fridays and pray W|th other members

was a great time to JUSt pray together about dif- to encourage you guys to go to the prayer meeting

ferent aspects of the church. Some of the issues and pray together as a united church. Fridays, at
we prayed for were: The Church Expansion and 8:00 PM, All Church Prayer Meeting, Be There.

- Stephen Norregaard
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SENIOR YEAR FUN? HOW
ABOUT NO.

Contemporary Music?

When I think about contemporary music, the first thing that comes
into mind is a bunch of random auto-tuned lyrics accompanied by re-
peated synthesized riffs and a booming bass line. What do you con-
sider as contemporary music?

Actually on second thought, let’s not delve too deeply on sim-
ply music. We talking about WORSHIP, not the music, not the music.
So what exactly does the word contemporary even mean out of a mu-
sical perspective? Well, Dictionary.com states that contemporary
means “existing, occurring, or living at the same time,; belonging to
the same time.” So let's say all we sang in church were hymns. Is that
contemporary worship? How bout if all we sang were songs composed
by Starfield? Is THAT contemporary worship? Now-how-about if we
sang hymns in the way Starfield plays their songs? Confused? You
should be.

I think we’re missing the point. Worship has always been
contemporary. The true translation of the word makes things unclear.
For over fifty years, worship has always been “contemporary.” People
worshipped God all over the world the way they had always been do-
ing it, whether it means simply singing hymns in a cathedral or danc-
ing on the heated plains of Africa. Now we can argue endlessly about
the ways we worship or what types of freedoms are permitted in it,
but to tell the truth, that stuff doesn’t really matter. What matters is

be defined as contemporary, traditional, or even

orship cannot
W( :A( : CO ed, because technically, worship has always been existed.

STAFF

Tracy Kwan
tkwan6@gmail.com
Victoria Han
undefined.grace@gmail.com

Dustin Kwee
alondite6@gmail.com

Michael Rau
mikirau@hotmail.com

Stephen Norregaard

stephen.norregaard@gmail.com

The only thing that we HAVE changed in our worship is the
tools we use to help facilitate it. For example, adding an electric gui-
tar would instantly brand the worship as contemporary, while a purely
acoustic set would be deem it as traditional. Also, please know that
how we worship is completely different to how we worship musically.
So I could say that our church has a traditional style of worship, but
sometimes incorporates a fairly contemporary music set.

Hymns also tend to cause misunderstanding. I don’t know
about you, but when I think about the word “hymns,” I tend to portray
it as traditional. Truly, however, it is how they are presented that
makes them either traditional or contemporary. See here: if a young
Christian goes to a Hillsong United concert where the band sings a
hymn, the boy wouldn’t even recognize whether-it was a hymn orjust
another great worship song. If we, as one whole church, incorporated
hymns the way we now incorporate "modern songs” twenty years ago,
then maybe hymns would have still been an effective tool in worship,
instead of simply having the notion of boredom.

So what is contemporary worship? It is the worship that has
remained the same since Jesus walked in the earth. It is giving praise
to the Creater and the Sustainer. It is living in obedience to His word
and His call in our lives. It is showing His worth because only He is
truly worthy. Cmon ppl, let’s not confuse worship with music. Wor-
shi p doesno6t Let'hsiop dabeling how we worship (yes, that
also includes all adult congregations), for there’s only one style of
worship, and that is one that completely honors and pleases Him.

Praising, Worshiping, Tumblin’,
Dustin Kwée



