
Youth Group Devotionals 
Week 11 

Genesis 38-42 
  



That’s in the Bible 
We come to yet again another pretty messed up story. If this was made into a movie, I am sure 
our parents would not recommend us watching this “rated R” film. This story although is very 
messed up, I hope seeing it in full context of God’s plan gives us a better hope and 
understanding of the God that we believe in who is filled with grace and mercy. 
 
Read Genesis 38:1-30 
 
So in order to understand this story in God’s plan, we have to understand who the characters 
are so please turn to Matthew 1:3. Yes, the genealogy of Jesus includes Judah and Tamar. How 
can this be after reading such a terrible and awful story on what both Judah and Tamar did? 
Tomorrow you will read about Joseph and how he fled from sexual temptation while here we 
see the opposite. Don’t you think the line of Jesus would therefore come from Joseph, a 
righteous great example for all of us. 
I really believe this gives us a good picture of the God that we love and serve. We use words like 
grace and mercy but when it comes to truly living those words out, I don’t think we know how 
to. We really have to look to God and His examples to truly understand those words. I mean 
God takes sinful, broken people and still uses them for His purposes and plans. He says I will 
take all your messed-up-ness and use it in the line of Jesus who will bring righteousness and 
restoration for all of the broken pieces of humanity. 
From the ESV Study Bible – “Knowing that Tamar has twins, the midwife ties a scarlet thread (v. 
28) on the hand of Zerah so that she can identify him as the firstborn, the one who came out 
first. But before Zerah is fully born, his twin brother breaks out in front of him. Consequently, in 
the light of the midwife's observation, he is called Perez (v. 29ύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άōǊŜŀŎƘΦέ ±ƛŜǿŜŘ 
in the light of Genesis as a whole, the unusual nature of this brief birth account, especially with 
its focus on the identity of the firstborn, suggests that something significant will develop in the 
line of Perezέ ς (dramatic music playing) – again look at Matthew 1:3. It is through line of Perez 
that we will have the lineage to Jesus. 
So as we look at this passage, I want you to see that God uses everyone. Yes, everyone – no 
matter who you are or what you have done, God wants you to be part of His amazing story. Are 
we able to look at all the ways that people fail us or fail themselves, and look on them with 
God’s eyes of mercy and grace? Or do we judge and condemn and don’t leave any room for that? 
Are we able to believe in a God that is truly full of grace and mercy? 

  

http://www.esvonline.org/Genesis%2B38.28
http://www.esvonline.org/Genesis%2B38.28
http://www.esvonline.org/Genesis%2B38.29


Silence Does Not Equal Absence 
Genesis 39 
 
In Genesis 37 we were introduced to the latest of Abraham's descendents Joseph. Perhaps one of my favorite 
characters in the book of Genesis, studying the life of Joseph has been such a blessing, especially when you 
see the incredible transformation that God does in him, changing him from a bratty younger brother to the 
one who God uses to save his family. But in between these two sides of Joseph, we see some of the incredible 
circumstances God uses to shape Joseph and transform him into who God wants him to be. 
 
Read Genesis 39 - As you read, write down your observations of: 

God's Character/Actions Joseph's Character/Actions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
After writing down your own observations, I'd like to share some of my own. One of the things that Joseph 
faced in the midst of incredible hardship (slavery and then unjust imprisonment) was the temptation to do 
what was not pleasing to God. Joseph was good looking (that's right, verse 6, "handsome in form and 
appearance"), and that was the very thing that got him in trouble. Interesting how sometimes our strengths 
and the things God blesses us with are what Satan tries to use to stumble us. In any case, Potiphar's wife tries 
to seduce Joseph. How easy would it have been for Joseph to give in? No one was in the house so no one 
would have known. He had less to lose from giving in than from resisting. And yet, Joseph stands firm in the 
face of temptation. But here's the thing that stands out most to me. Joseph didn't have to resist temptation 
just once, and then Potiphar's wife left him alone. Verse 10 tells us that she came after him "day after day" 
and every day he resisted temptation. In our own struggle against sin, we have to remember that it is a daily 
struggle to stand firm against what our desires tell us to do.  
 
As much as the life of Joseph is a story about Joseph, it is that much more a story about who God is. There's 
something significant in the two book ends to the story of Potiphar's wife. Read Genesis 39:1-6 and 39:19-23. 
There are some astounding parallels in the story. Joseph excels at what he's doing. Blessing comes to those 
who are in charge over him because God blesses Joseph. Most significantly, in 39:2 and 39:21, the author of 
Genesis is clear: God is WITH Joseph. In the midst of slavery and imprisonment, God is with him and has 
never left him. We can read that so clearly, but remember that Joseph does not have a copy of Genesis next 
to him as he goes through this suffering. Does he know that God is with him? God regularly spoke to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, but with Joseph, He is strangely silent. It would have been easy for Joseph to assume that 
since God was not speaking to him, he had been forgotten. But let's not mistake the silence of God for the 
absence of God. Just because He doesn't speak to Joseph doesn't mean He's not with him. In the midst of our 
own struggle and trials, have we assumed that because God is silent that he's absent? God is with us, no 
matter the situation. Take some time to ask God to remind you of his presence, even in the silence.  

  



The Trustworthy God  

 

Read: Genesis 40. Daniel 2, if you have time. 

 

Do you know that the interpretation of dreams is a gift from God?  

 

It sounds very ñnew ageò and so abstract, but itôs true: the God who gives us dreams often 

provides those with a gift to interpret them. Joseph is one of those. The chief cupbearer and the 

chief baker both have similar dreams that are related to their work. They shared the dreams with 

Joseph. Note his response: ñDonôt interpretations belong to God? Please tell me.ò (vs. 8b). 

 

Joseph trusted in God. He was confident that God will reveal to him the meaning of the dreams, 

since they were Godôs to begin with. Oftentimes, donôt we mistake Godôs gifts with natural talent? 

The baker made such a mistake. Joseph gave the cupbearer a very nice interpretation, and he 

thought, ñWowé maybe if I asked, Joseph would give me a good interpretation too!ò But what 

he forgot was that the interpretations were not Josephôs. Joseph doesnôt go, ñOh, because the 

cupbearer is such a nice guy, Iôll give him a good interpretation.ò So, you can imagine the 

surprise he had when his dream, which was quite similar to the cupbearerôs, turned out to be an 

omen.  

 

You might be tempted to think that Joseph was a prophet, since he could foretell future events. 

Itôs important to know that prophecy in the Bible does not concern far-off-distant events. It is an 

interpretation of immediate world events in light of Godôs commands. Dreams, on the other hand, 

donôt have to be about near-future events. In Daniel 2, we have another story of a dream. 

Nebuchadnezzar had a weird dream of a great statue made of four materials, with the strongest 

and most durable (gold) at the top of the statue, and the weakest (iron and clay) at the bottom. All 

it took was a stone to topple the statue, but the stone itself became a huge infallible mountain! 

Daniel proceeded to tell Nebuchadnezzar the dream, and he closed by saying ñThe great God has 

informed the king what shall be hereafter. The dream is certain, and the interpretation 

trustworthy.ò (vs. 45) How did Daniel know it was trustworthy? Because it was not his 

interpretation, but Godôs. And God is trustworthy. 

 

Iôm not saying you should go out and tell everybody your dreams so that someone can tell you 

how well you did on last weekôs pre-calculus exam. What I am saying is that this God whom we 

worship is entirely trustworthy. Joseph and Daniel had no way of knowing that their 

interpretations were on the mark when they told it. They had to trust that God knew what he was 

saying. So let us place our trust in our trustworthy God.  

 

Maybe some of you are reading this when itôs late in the night. Devotions are probably the last 

thing you do to close the day. Let us fall into his arms of trust then, as we rest in his safety and 

security.  

  



Maintaining Focus 
 
Read Genesis 41 
 
 A word on dreams: In the Bible it is not uncommon for people to have spiritual dreams. 
These dreams can be in plain simply understood words, or they can have rich symbolic meaning 
and need interpretation. The purpose of these dreams, however, is the same; God is trying to 
communicate with us while we’re in an open and vulnerable state. This can happen even to a 
person who is a not a follower of God. As we see in this chapter God is communicating to 
Pharaoh, who is not a believer, in just such a spiritual dream for the benefit of his kingdom, to 
make himself known to Pharaoh who may never have been aware of him other wise, and also 
because he had plans for Joseph. 
 In a relatively short amount of time -1 day- God elevates Joseph from a prisoner to the 
highest official in the land aside from Pharaoh himself. You will note however, that this came 
after another two and a half years of waiting in prison for God to help him. Still, God works 
mightily through Joseph enough to where Pharaoh not only sees that he is blessed by God in 
interpreting dreams, but also that he has been endowed with wisdom for authority in ruling. All 
of this, the leadership, fame, recognition, power, and wealth could easily go to a persons head, 
and quite frequently does, but I think it’s important to note how Joseph reacts to it all. When 
Pharaoh asks Joseph if he can interpret dreams, Joseph immediately responds that he cannot 
do it, but that it is God who gives the dreams and the interpretations to the dreams. Joseph 
retains humility even though he probably realized that this would be his only chance in coming 
before Pharaoh to be justified. He also consistently redirects attention back to God throughout 
his interpretation. God is the one who speaks to leaders. God is the one who is concerned about 
the welfare of Egypt. God is the one who gives advanced warning to leaders so they can be 
prepared. Pharaoh by the end of it begins to see this as well when he replies that Spirit of God is 
with Joseph to give him wisdom and discernment. The fact that Joseph has the correct 
perspective of God and the humility to acknowledge him enables God to use him in great ways 
to help even the leaders of the nation of Egypt. 
  
Take a moment right now to reflect on your life and your priorities. Are you maintaining your 
focus on him? The holiday season tends to be one of the busiest times of year and a time to 
easily lose focus. Ask God to help you keep things in his perspective with humility. How is he 
speaking to you? 
  



God amidst the chaos and confusion 
As we dive into God’s word today, I ask that you don’t immediately look for the application 

because as Henry put it a week or two ago, there’s sometimes simply isn’t a clear-cut, 
immediately applicable application. Also, whether you had the privilege of hearing Dr. Gallagher 
speak repeatedly on focusing on the big picture or not, that’s exactly what we want to do here. 
As you read Genesis 42, try to put yourself in that situation: how did Jacob and his sons feel as 
their food dwindled and disappeared? How did the brothers feel as they remembered what 
they had done to Joseph? How did the brothers feel as they returned and there was all this 
“supernatural” stuff going on? 
 
Read Genesis 42 
 

Put yourself in the 10 brothers’ shoes. You’ve betrayed your baby brother, sold him to 
slavers, and finally realize what goes around comes around. You recognize that what you did 
was wrong but you know there’s no way for you to redeem yourself. Feeling hopeless? Because 
honestly what can you do about that, especially now as it seems you are being punished for 
your past actions? And now the head honcho wants you to bring your other baby brother down 
to Egypt, whom your dad WILL NOT let out of his sight because of what happened when he let 
Joseph out of his sight. So now you’re stuck: you’re a liar and a spy if you don’t return with your 
baby brother to Egypt (not to mention Simeon being imprisoned there) but your dad doesn’t 
trust you at all, let alone with the life of your little brother. 

And then there’s Joseph. Imagine being in Joseph’s sandals. You have been sold by your 
brothers into slavery. Yet God is faithful and helps you to rise from the dirt, eventually becoming 
second in power in all of Egypt! Praise the Lord! And you are charged with the task of selling 
food to everyone who comes to Egypt to buy grain. And then one day, your broskis come. Those 
brothers who loved you so much, who cared for you so deeply that they sold you as an animal 
to slavers. And now they are prostrating themselves before you, begging you to sustain their 
lives by selling them food. How the tables have turned. Now I get to exact my revenge on these 
heartless people right? Right? But God placed me here; he blessed me and allowed me to rise 
to power and become a blessing to so many by giving me the ability to interpret Pharaoh’s 
dreams and save so many people through our preparations. It was all God’s work. But they were 
so cruel. But it was God’s plan… 

I hope that you were able to see the jumbled variety of emotions that Joseph, his brothers, 
Jacob, and everyone else in this story were inevitably feeling. And where is God in all of this 
craziness? Well, remember those dreams that Joseph had last week, a few chapters ago? Well, 
they sure came to pass in this passage didn’t they? And, as we will see in the next few chapters, 
that is only the beginning of God fulfilling His words and plans for Joseph and the people around 
him. Even amidst all the chaos of life, God is still in control. That’s a cool thought. Another cool 
thought: God enabled Joseph to forgive his brothers; it is no natural thing to forgive people who 
have wronged you in any small way, let alone sold you to slave traders. Everything eventually 
points to God in this story. Funny how that seems to work for so much in our lives. 
 
How’s God pointing you to Him today? 


