Youth Group Devotionals
Week 9
Genesis 29:31-32:21



God’s Mercy Over Our Desire to Take Control

We come to the part of Genesis where we don’t understand a few things. Why did God allow
people to have multiple wives and why did God continue to be with His people when they
obviously tried to do things their own way? The overall story of Genesis does more to undermine
the idea that men can have multiple wives than any simple prohibition could. Genesis 2:24
strongly indicates that marriage as God instituted it was between one man and one woman. We can
see through what happens as recorded in Genesis powerful shows the failure of this. We read
through the story of Abraham and already saw the problems of Abraham’s relationship with Hagar
while being married to Sarah, but the storminess of Jacob’s marriages to four women is laid out in
the most detail. It is quite compelling evidence that having multiple wives doesn’t work.

Read Genesis 29:31-30:24

We get so invested in the characters of the story that we forget to see what we learn about the true
main character in all of this. The main character is not Jacob, his wives, or his children, but we
need to remember that God reveals more of Himself through a story like this. Let’s see how —

First, we see the ways God deals with the lovelessness of Leah. God shows his mercy and
compassion by opening Leah’s womb so that she can have children. This is really important
because it reinforces that God loves the outcast, the rejected, the outsider. God’s own son came as
a poor man, a man who was rejected and killed. He brought salvation in the way of suffering and
death, not achievement and power. All through history, therefore, God has preferred as the
instruments of his salvation the ones the world rejects. He has to do this over and over again to
break us of our addiction to status, influence, beauty, privilege.

God is the husband to Leah that Jacob is not. God is loving the wife who is unloved. God then
gives her such a wonderful gift in children. We see however something interested after giving birth
to her fourth and final son Judah, that she says “this time, I will praise the LORD”. Commentaries
have point out that she finally seems to remove herself from her yearning for her husband’s love.
She no longer is in a state of sadness and complaint but rather she finds joy and victory over her
idolatry and seems to feel particularly blessed and loved by God. As we will see in the line of
Jesus, that is actually Leah’s son Judah who is in this lineage. Not beautiful, loved Rachel, but
unattractive rejected Leah. Why? Because even God’s foreshadowing of his salvation must be true
to its nature. It is the way of the cross, of repentance, humility, unselfishness, sacrifice. God saves
not the great and proud but those who know they are not great at all. It is the people that the world
rejects who soonest grasp the gospel of grace.

And yet, God also does not reject Rachel. God opens her womb and she gives birth to Joseph. We
will see that God has very special plans for Joseph as well and that he plans an important role and
part in God’s history. Through him will come the first concrete fulfillment of God’s promise that
through Abraham’s seed the nations of the earth will be blessed.

So we see that these stories show us more of God and His rich mercy for us. He uses every one of
us and allows us to see that He wants to show his compassion and love to us. Look to this God to
remind you of His great love for each one of us. Then be challenged to share that with those
around us who need to hear that God is one that wants to love them.



Taking Matters Into Your Own Hands
Genesis 30:25-43

The farther we travel into the book of Genesis, the more we see the effects of the covenant that
God makes with Abraham. Take a moment to reread Genesis 12:1-3. God promised to bless
Abraham, and not only Abraham, but his descendents as well. Throughout Abraham’s life and
Isaac’s and now Jacob’s we see the effects of God'’s faithful blessing. And yet despite God'’s faithful
fulfillment of His promise, Jacob quickly takes matters into his own hands.

Read Genesis 30:25-43

Jacob really is true to his name. Jacob, meaning literally, “he grasps the heel” was another way of
saying “he cheats”. All his life, Jacob’s been living up to his name. He cheats Esau out of the
blessing and birthright. And now in his interaction with Laban, he takes matters into his own
hands. Jacob again relies on his cunning and trickery to prosper himself. He makes a deal with
Laban to take all the spotted/striped/speckled sheep and goats from the flock as fair wages for
himself. But this time, Laban is ready to play Jacob at his own game. He returns cunning with
cunning and removes all of the blemished animals from the flock. Jacob responds by turning to
old folklore to attempt to manipulate the birth of animals that are favorable to him. He puts fresh
tree branches into the watering troughs of the herds. Much like Rachel and Leah who relied on
old wives tales (mandrakes, see Genesis 30:1-24) to themselves gain blessing, Jacob turns to his
own devices now to try and prosper.

So what do we glean from this passage? What was the outcome of Laban’s trickery? Failure. He
neither prospers nor keeps Jacob from prospering. What happens to Jacob’s attempt to
manipulate? He prospers! So what is the passage saying? Should we take into our own hands our
destiny and try to manipulate wealth for ourselves? Not at all. What we actually see here is that
above all of Jacob and Laban’s attempts to scheme, God’s remains faithful to His promise. The
sticks in the water have nothing to do with how animals breed. That’s just a silly ancient near
eastern superstition. But God’s promise is bigger than that. Despite Jacob’s faithlessness in God’s
promise, God continued to be faithful to him, a theme that is repeated throughout Jacob’s life.
We also see God’s promise at work in another way. God’s promise to Abraham and his
descendents was to “bless those who bless you, and curse those who curse you.” Laban, though
not directly, in essence curses Jacob by trying to take advantage of him. But God is faithful to his
promise. Laban doesn’t prosper but rather comes out worse than he began.

God is absolutely faithful in everything that He says He will do, not only to Abraham, but to us as
well. So how have we tried to take matters into our own hands rather than trust in God’s promise?
Have we ignored the reality of God'’s faithfulness in order to construct for ourselves a plan of our
own design? Spend some time this morning praising God for His faithfulness. Write down a list to
remind yourself daily of the promises that God has made for you in His word.



God works through sinful people too.

Read: Genesis 31:1-35

Yesterday, you’ve read that Jacob has become wealthy at Laban’s expense. Of course, none of this
was too pleasing for Laban and his sons, and Jacob knew that. For twenty years he slaved under
his boss and father-in-law’s yoke, but God blessed him, and finally he calls Jacob out of
Mesopotamia and sends him back to Isaac. So Jacob took all that was his... except Rachel went
further and stole Laban’s household gods, and they fled.

Why on God’s green earth would Rachel do that? In verses 10-16, Jacob made known to her and
Leah about God, and she even told Jacob to “do whatever God has told you.” So why steal
household gods? In those days, much like many Chinese households today, you see household
gods which were there to ensure peace and blessings in your family. In ancient Mesopotamia,
where Laban was from, household gods were passed down to the eldest son as a matter of a
birthright. Note the parallel between Jacob stealing Esau’s birthright! Yes — just as Jacob stole
Esau’s birthright, so did Rachel steal her oldest brother’s birthright.

There is an ethical question that you might be asking. This story was full of people cheating each
other. So far, Jacob seemed to be some great trickster, fooling his dad to give him the birthright,
sneaking away from Laban without his permission. Laban was tricksy as well. That bit in verse 27
about sending them away with joy and singing to music? That was all a lie — Laban would’ve
forced Jacob to stay as his near-slave instead of sending him off back to Canaan! And, true to her
father and her husband’s deceptive ways, Rachel steals the household gods, hides it, and fools her
dad into not checking what she’s sitting on. Lies, lies, lies! And what does God do? Nothing?

The Biblical narratives show that God works his will regardless of whether we follow it or not.
Thus, even though Jacob is such a dishonest prick, God still — in accordance to His promises to
Abraham and Isaac — continued to be with and protect Jacob. Isn’t this good news for us, that God
still works through us even though we are sinful people?

Nonetheless, sin has its consequences. Jacob didn’t know that Rachel stole her dad’s household
gods, so he bravely declared that death will come to whoever has them. Rachel, unfortunately,
passed away not long after his arrival to Canaan a few chapters later. Nonetheless, God still works
through us despite our sins. Maybe you are withholding yourself from church, from spending time
with God, from discipleship groups, etc., because “Oh, God can’t use someone as sinful as me. He
should just use someone more holy... like the Doulos people.” First, be assured that the Doulos
people are no holier than you are. Secondly, spend time in quiet reflection. Are some of your sins
holding you back from letting God do great things through you? Unlike Jacob and Rachel, let us
spend some time confessing our sins to God. They can be dishonest people, but we are called to be
the opposite. Let us, therefore, be honest to God and open ourselves up to him.



A Watchtower
Read Genesis 31:36-55

Laban was never much of a savory character; always looking out for himself, even
sometimes to the detriment of others —including family members. So it’s really no surprise that
after 20 years of being conned by Laban’s cunning antics and unjust treatment Jacob has built up
some intense frustration with his father-in-law. Then you add on top of that when Jacob leaves in
fear of his well-being and that of his family, Laban chases them on their way back to Canaan for
over a week before giving his family a good frisking to make sure they hadn’t stolen any of his
false gods, I’'m sure by then Jacob had just about had it. So he calls him out on it and throws it all
in his face. Did Jacob have valid arguments?
vs. 39 “What was torn by wild beasts | did not bring to you. I bore the loss of it myself. From my
hand you required it, whether stolen by day or stolen by night.” —It was acceptable in the ancient
near east for a shepherd to bring the remains of a torn animal to the master if they had been
attacked as proof that they had tried to rescue the animal. Technically it was not right or nice of
Laban to require repayment by Jacob.
vs. 41 “I served you fourteen years for your two daughters” — Ouch! A nice way to say you
swindled me out of Rachel the first time so | had to work an extra seven years for her.
vs. 42 “ If the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been on my
side, surely now you would have sent me away empty-ianded. ’- Considering Laban’s legacy this
is not altogether inconceivable, especially since Laban’s attitude towards Jacob had recently been
affected by his own jealous sons. However we should realize that in his own defense Jacob does
not yet recognize Yahweh as his God, but only as the God of his fathers.

Jacob’s got some good points. Laban’s a jerk, and impudent at that to suggest that he really still owned
everything. They decide to make a covenant and it goes something like this:

vs. 48-50 "This heap is a witness between you and me today." Therefore he named it Galeed, “™ and
Mizpah,' for he said, "The LORD watch between you and me, when we are out of one another’s sight. If
you oppress my daughters, or if you take wives besides my daughters, although no one is with us, see," God
is witness between you and me."

Does this mean that they made a treaty? Hardly! Laban makes an agreement that if Jacob never comes back
across the line of the watchtower that he won’t kill him. So ends what little we know of the life of Laban. It
comes and goes with deceitfulness, greed, and violence with no noticeable change of character, and why
should it? Laban is never humble enough to recognize the true character of God. It is something worth
learning from. Yet Jacob, we know, struggles a lot of the same problems greed, deceptiveness and yet in the
end he is redeemed by God. How humble are we allowing God to make us in order to remake our lives in his
sight?

Ask God to humble you so that he can create in you the person he wants you to be. Ask him to reveal to you the
places of sin in your life that he wants to change.


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2031:36-55&version=ESV#cen-ESV-923M
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2031:36-55&version=ESV#fen-ESV-923c
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%2031:36-55&version=ESV#cen-ESV-924N

Do You REALLY Trust God?

Have you ever experienced one of the moments where someone says that s/he trusts you
but then does something that directly contradicts that statement? It’s kind of like saying that you
trust someone to catch you when you do the trust fall and then are too afraid to actually do the
action of falling into their arms. Keeping this in mind, read Genesis 32:1-21.

See what | mean? Jacob prays to God, “Please deliver me from the hand of my brother, from
the hand of Esau, for | fear him, that he may come and attack me, the mothers with the
children” —which is great—but still keeps his camp divided into two groups, so that if Esau does
attack one of the groups, the other one can escape. Although Jacob knows that God has said to
him, “l will surely do you good, and make your offspring as the sand of the sea, which cannot be
numbered for multitude,” he still decides that, instead of trusting in God completely, it would
better to say that he trusts in God while setting up precautions against Esau’s anger.

The sad thing is, although we can bash Jacob as much as we want, we are actually really no
better. Because if we all think back, we have undoubtedly done the same thing: we don’t
completely trust God. | know that | myself do this all the time. As of right this instant | pretty
much have no clue what | want to do in the future let alone what | think God wants me to do in
the future for college, jobs, goals, etc. And | try to tell God that | trust Him because | know that
He’s in control of everything and that He will open whatever doors He chooses (and close
whatever ones He desires too). Yet, | still worry and fret; | still think about all the “what-if’s” and
try to plan out my entire life because | like to have my time scheduled out always. | think that God
has really been challenging me to TRUST HIM and HIM ALONE. This doesn’t mean that | should
stop doing my work, throw everything down, lift my hands to heaven, and sit there waiting for
God to do something. I'm still called to work hard and utilize the skills that God has given me, but
I’'m also called to do my best, submit my applications, and trust that God will lead me to right
college, instead of worrying about all the possible scenarios in my mind.

So what is God challenging—because change is never, ever easy—you to trust Him with?
Does He want you to stop worrying so much about your future? Does He want you to stop setting
up back-up plans in case His perfect plan somehow doesn’t work? Or maybe God is calling you to
not just jump straight to application, this-is-what-God-wants-me-to-change-today; instead,
maybe He just wants you to sit at His feet and listen to Him. Because if you don’t listen to what
He has to say and get to know Him, to develop your relationship with Him...how can you ever
trust Him? Just like you and your close friends/best friend didn’t just suddenly trust each other.
It’s an ongoing process that is learned and cultivated. Because if we learn to trust God deeply and
ever-deepen that trust, God will draw you closer and closer to Him and you will learn to see His
blessings in ways you’ve never seen before.



