
Youth Group Devotionals 
Week 6 

Genesis 19-23 



Avoid the dark or Be Light to it 
 
After reading this passage, I think my reaction afterwards was, “what in the world”. Sometimes there are 
these passages that seem so bizarre and messed up, it makes you wonder why they are in the Bible. You have 
to remember that the Bible needs to be read and seen in light as a whole. So this passage much be seen with 
the context and understanding of things that surround it. Also, the stories themselves must be known that the 
Bible isn’t always just good stories that make us feel warm and fuzzy. We get a very graphic picture of sinful 
men and also a very graphic picture of their destruction. 
 
Read Genesis 19 
 
This passage brings up a lot of questions and I am not looking to try to answer them all in this devotional. 
Please research or ask one of the leaders or someone that has studied this in depth to help you answer some 
of the questions you have. 
 
When we read this, we may come to the conclusion that Lot’s ineffectiveness in Sodom warns believers 
against becoming involved in the world and things that are going on there or against living in unbelieving 
cities or going to schools that are secular. Someone might say: “Lot’s mistake was to go and live in such a 
wicked city in the first place! He should have stayed out in the country and kept 
himself pure and unspotted.”  
 
However, this doesn’t hold true with other characters we see in the Bible. Daniel and others are held up as 
models to us of living in the world and showing godly character to it. The trouble with that reasoning is that 
Daniel and others are held up to be models to us.  
 
I think we can look at this story and see that it actually shows us that Lot’s failure was instead of his family 
being salt and light to mold the values of Sodom, Sodom influenced and molded the values of Lot’s family as 
we see at the end of this chapter. 
 
Daniel and Joseph saw what they were called to do as jobs as calling from God. Their main and primary 
motive was to use their gifts in such a way that their God was honored and shown to be the true God. Both of 
these men let it be known that they believed and followed God and in the way they reflected godliness and 
good character, they were elevated to high positions. With God’s help they rose up in the ranks despite their 
stands (which often brought them into danger). But because they put their service to him above prosperity 
and advancement, then when they did advance 
they were seen as men of great integrity and their words and deeds had an impact. 
 
 As we saw in Genesis 14, Lot’s main motive for moving to Sodom was for the benefit of his career and 
prosperity. Being an influence for God and the good of the city was secondary. Career advancement was the 
nonnegotiable. Thus he rose in the ranks, but ended up having no influence at all. The people of Sodom 
probably knew he worshipped some strange foreign God (cf. 19:9), but there was no unusual courage or 
character about him to grab their attention or respect. 
 
We are not being warned against involvement with unbelieving culture and society but I’ve heard this 
metaphor before that we are against being a “thermometer” (an instrument controlled by the environment) 
rather than a “thermostat” (an instrument that effects its environment). Only if our priorities are put straight 
will we be able to be ‘salt and light’ in our families, schools, cities, and society. Take some time to think about 
whether you are more of a “thermometer” or “thermostat”. What are things God wants you to do in order to 
be a “thermostat”? 



Old Sins with Deep Roots 

Read Genesis 20 

For those of you who have been following along as we read the book of Genesis you’ll 

notice we once again find ourselves at a familiar impasse in the life of Abraham. In another not so 

brilliant moment Abraham lied to Pharaoh and led him to believe his wife Sarah was his sister and 

caused quite the scene when it came out otherwise. And here we are again with Abraham in 

another foreign country, with another king, the same lie, the same lame excuse. So why does he do 

it? Didn’t he learn the first time? Didn’t God just promise him not so long ago (less than a year) 

that Sarah would in a year have a son? I think sometimes in our own self-righteousness we assume 

that great people of the faith don’t continually struggle with sin just like we do. What are the sins 

that you struggle with repeatedly? Worry? Pride? Lust? Fear?  

Of course, we should know sins we struggle with affect our relationship with God, but 

often times we don’t consider the effects that they have on our relationships with others, directly or 

indirectly. In this case we see that an innocent man, Abimelech, and his whole household were 

almost destroyed by Abraham’s lie, not to mention his wife, whose integrity was compromised by 

his faithlessness, and also the will of God in the birth of Isaac. Granted, our sins may not have 

immediate consequences of this magnitude, but we may need look no further than our family and 

closest friends to see how our relationships suffer from our bad choices. I think it’s redeeming how 

God shows his mercy to Abimelech and his household in spite of Abrahams sin: 

“Then God said to him in the dream, "Yes, I know you did this with a clear conscience, and 

so I have kept you from sinning against me. That is why I did not let you touch her.” 

(Genesis 20:6) 

God is still the same way today. He allows people a way out of the cycle of sin when they are 

inadvertently affected by the sins of others. They still have the responsibility of choosing the right 

way, but God is merciful. I think that this is particularly important in cycles of generational sin, and 

by that I mean sin that is passed from parents to children by poor leadership and example.  

Reflect on how your struggle with sin has affected other people, and also how you have 

been affected by others’ sin. Pray that God would grant you the strength to overcome your struggle 

with continuous sin, and a heart of willing obedience. Pray also that God would heal and bring 

reconciliation to your relationships affected by sin.  

 



 
The God Who Keeps His Promises (II) 
 
Read Genesis 21: 1-20 
 
No doubt you would have heard that on the eve of 9/11 this year, a fundamentalist church 
in Florida decided to hold a public burning of Korans. The seminary president, in response 
to that, said that it was “utterly foolish” - and I agree. Burning others’ holy books is not 
showing others love. Christianity and Islam have never been comfortable friends, but in a 
world where Islam is the fastest growing religion in the world, we need to understand them 
outside of 9/11. 9/11 does NOT define Islam no more than did the Crusades define 
Christianity.  So where do we begin? A great place to start is today’s passage. We will 
return to this topic at a future devotional. 
 
Recall that Ishmael (ISH-ma-ELL) was the result of a plan by Sarai back in chapter 16. 
Since Ishmael is the elder son, he is the one who should receive most of Abraham’s 
inheritance. That’s the way cultures work back then (and in some cultures today). So, it 
should not surprise us that Ishmael puts down his brother Isaac often. Sarah, of course, 
didn’t like it, and wanted Hagar and Ishmael out of the house. But Abraham, of course, 
was deeply troubled - Ishamel was his son too.  
 
Note verse 12 - 20. Hagar ran out of water and didn’t know what to do. Now, God could’ve 
left them alone. Why bother, right? The Bible, after all, concerns only God’s people, and 
since Ishmael is not one of them, why care? But God made a promise to Abraham before 
that applied to all his descendants. God, if you remember from last week, is the God who 
keeps his promises. He has promised Abram that his descendants will be “too numerous 
to count.” And that applied to all descendants, Ishmael and Isaac. Admittedly, Ishmael 
was not part of the original plan. But God does not go back on his promises. This should 
be reassuring to us! If God can keep his promises to those who are not in Israel, how 
much would he keep his promises to those of us who are his children!  
 
As we read the Old Testament, keep in mind that God is not the God who bats you on the 
head for every mistake you make. He is the gracious God who does what He says, and 
when we screw things up royally, he remains in control without reneging on his word. 
Abraham and Sarai screwed up God’s plan and resulted in Ishmael, but since Ishmael is 
Abraham’s son, God’s promises to Abraham’s descendants still apply to him, just as it did 
to Isaac.  
 
If God can uphold his promises to those outside of Israel, how much more would he 
uphold his promises to us! Spend a few moments thinking about what you know are God’s 
promises to us. Example: God promised to be our strength and defender. Then think 
about those promises. What does that mean? Strength to do what? Defend from what? 
And how can those promises encourage you as you face the difficulties of living as a 
Christian in this world? 

 



 
The God Who Keeps His Promises (III) 
 
Read: Genesis 22 
 
 But all of a sudden, when we’ve talked about how God keeps his promises, God 
presents Abraham with a troubling command: to take Isaac and sacrifice him - his only 
son, by the way - as an offering to God.  Nobody can read this passage and think that 
Abraham completely went along with that command without any thoughts whatsoever. 
Make no mistake, this was a frightening test for Abraham and Sarai (who presumably 
knows what’s going on).  
 
 What was God thinking? It seems God’s trying to screw Himself over! I’m sure that 
was what was going through Abraham’s head: “Didn’t God promise me many 
descendants through Isaac? Why is he doing this now? Was all this a joke? No - it can’t 
be - but what if? But didn’t God tell me...” The questions keep going. Today’s modern 
readers might think of that as terrible. Many liberal theologians find this passage troubling. 
How can a good God let this happen? You can’t possibly expect Isaac to leave without his 
mind being scarred from all this. How would you like it if your dad took you to church to be 
sacrificed as an offering to God? 
 
 The writer of Hebrews had some insight into this. In chapter 11, the author listed and 
described the members of the so-called Hall of Faith, in which Abraham was a member. 
We need to understand that in the Old Testament, faith does NOT mean belief. Faith 
meant trusting in God because He is amazingly reliable. So, from this definition, Abraham 
was a faithful person. God has saved his skin in the past. And God has given him a son 
even though he was 90+. Why can’t God somehow save Isaac from this? There has to be 
a way out. And I’d imagine Abraham was puzzling and just agonizing through how it’s all 
going to play out as he slowly bound Isaac, and drew his knife... 
 
 All of a sudden, the great relief from God came: DO NOT LAY A HAND on the boy, 
said the Angel.  Now, I know that you fear God. Can you imagine Abraham just filled, 
overflowing with absolute joy and happiness that this grisly act of sacrifice is spared! The 
rest of Genesis 22 talks about how Abraham “return to his servants”, but I think he just fell 
down and just kissed the feet of the angel over and over again for sparing him from this. 
But more importantly, God continued to uphold his promise to Abraham. 
 
 But that was not the last time God demanded such a frightful test. On Passion Week, 
God’s own Son was taken up the mountain. You can’t miss the strange irony. Where 
Abraham took his son to the mountain, in Jesus’ case, the Creator was dragged up the 
mountain by those he created! And no, there was nobody to comfort Jesus - they’ve fled 
already. And no, not a single angel delivered the great relief that Abraham experienced. 
But God always kept His promises. He rose again on the third day! And now he has left a 
promise to us - that he will return one day. How, then, shall we live if we truly believe that 
God is the one who keeps His promises? 

 



 
Indebted only to GodτGenesis 23 
 
Read Genesis 23 

I think we can all agree that we owe God. A lot. After all, Jesus did give up his rights to reign 
in heaven as the SON OF GOD and come to DIE for us SINNERS on this comparatively measly 
earth. And, even though Abraham didn’t know that God was going to send Jesus to save us and 
that we are forever indebted to God in that way, he still knew that he owed God his faith. God 
promised him all these great things and yet Abraham couldn’t and didn’t even see half of them 
it seemed in his lifetime. But Abraham, in response to God’s promises, “owed” God his faith 
because that’s all that God required of him. 

So with that in mind, we come back to the story. Abraham’s beloved wife Sarah has just 
died and so (obviously) she needs a burial place. Yet, Abraham is still a nomad at this point, so 
he doesn’t have any land to bury his dead relatives. So he asks the people group that he is living 
with, the Hittites, if he can buy some land from them to bury his dead. They generously offer to 
give him their best land. At this point, Abraham could have easily taken them up on that offer 
and taken from the Hittites their best land. Yet, to do so would have signified that the land 
didn’t legally or officially belong to Abraham, because it would have a gift. Instead, Abraham 
insists on paying its full value and “ensure that [he] has full legal title to the burial plot” (ESV 
study notes). He did not want the Hittites to be able to claim that it was by their generosity that 
Abraham began settling in that land and eventually inherit the land of Canaan. He wanted all 
that honor and glory to go to God because it was all God’s promises and not human generosity 
that was going to make that happen. 

So what does that mean for us? Have you been accepting “gifts” from this world and now 
feeling like you “owe” the world a favor by indulging in its desires? How has God been 
encouraging you to find your identity in his promises and not the things of this world? Lift up to 
God the ways that you have been compromising. Maybe you know God’s promises for your life 
but you have been relying on things of this world to attain that? Your thoughts and 
circumstances are unique so lift them up to God because He knows. And the amazing thing is He 
wants you to tell him what’s going on in your life (even though He knows it all already). So 
whatever you’ve been struggling to trust God with, lift that up to Him. After all, he is the only 
one who deserves every part of us. 


