Youth Group Devotionals
Week 4
Genesis 11:10-14



Family Tree

Have you ever tried to trace back your family tree past your grandparents? | think some of us
have seen those type of things in our families but most of us would just see them as names. We
don’t know much beyond our grandparents and parents. | know understanding where and how
my dad grew up in Tianan, Taiwan allows me to understand so much more about him. He
worked diligently from a family that wasn’t very well off to get a good education and make a
“better” life for himself and his family. Understanding that about my dad allows me to have a
much better context of who he is and why he does certain things.

Read Genesis 11:10-32

We hit another genealogy in Genesis. It seems like just a bunch of names but here’s the
significance of this genealogical record - the family tree of Abraham. As a descendant of Shem,
his ancestors had settled in Ur, a city located in the southeastern part of current-day Iraq. We
see in this passage that his father (Terah) took the family and migrated northwest to Haran, a
city close to the border of current-day Turkey and Syria. We'll see in Genesis that God led
Abraham southwest from Haran to the land of Canaan. Incidentally, Abram's father, Terah,
began this move to Canaan according to verse 31. They traveled along the Euphrates to get
there, a trip which led them to Haran where they settled. It would not have been feasible to
head directly west across the mountain range to go to Canaan. Abraham finishes the trip to
Canaan from Haran in Genesis 12. Altogether, through Haran, the trip to Canaan would have
been approximately 1,500 miles. As for the religious affiliation of Terah, notice the comment
Joshua makes about Terah and Abraham's ancestors in Joshua 24:2, " 2 Joshua said to all the
people, "This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'Long ago your forefathers, including
Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the River and worshiped other gods.”
Prior to Abraham, his people were polytheists, meaning they believed in many gods.

This is important for us to understand who Abraham is and in what ways he was growing up. He
was being taught to follow many gods and they travelled many places together as a family. He
needed to depend on family and trust them. But in the next chapter in Genesis 12, God would
establish a very important covenant (promise) with Abraham. | hope this gives us lots of hope in
the God that takes a hold of our lives. | know we think that since we were raised a certain way,
or we were brought up in a certain way, that our lives will be dictated by that. Although that
does shape who we are and what we do, God’s plans and calling for us are so much greater than
those things. When we understand our context, it is an even stronger understanding of what
God is doing in our lives. So take some time to understand your context, your story and how
God has called you. Trust in God and His plan and it will hopefully enrich your understanding of
God and what He desires from you.



Go and God will
Genesis 12:1-9

Allow me to introduce a new character to the Genesis narrative, Abraham (or Abram before God
changes his name). No, he isn’t the main character. Despite thirteen chapters devoted to the
story of his life, Abraham is not the center of the story. In fact, when we first meet him, there’s
not really anything significant about him. Unlike Enoch who walked with God or Noah who was
blameless in his generation, we’re not clued into Abraham’s spiritual life. But very quickly, we
see there is something significant about God’s interaction with him.

Read Genesis 12:1-9

Right off the bat, God asks Abraham to do something big. Something seemingly unthinkable. He
wants Abraham to leave his country, his family, his home and go to the land that He would show
him. Go. That’s all He asks of Abraham. Not “go and”, but just go. And immediately after telling
Abraham what he’s to do, God tells him what He’s going to do. God says, “You go and | will...” |
will show you, | will make of you a great nation, | will bless you and make your name great, | will
bless those who bless you, | will curse those who curse you. | will, | will, I will. Over and over
again, God reminds Abraham that He is doing all the work; that what he’s asking of Abraham is
tiny in comparison to what He is about to accomplish in Abraham'’s life. God had so much in
store for Abraham, and wanted nothing from Abraham except that he trust Him.

So to what extent did God want Abraham to trust him? When does God tell Abraham which
land He was giving him? In Genesis 12:7, God appears to Abraham and says “To your offspring |
will give this land.” Abraham was camped at Shechem at the time. That means he was already in
the land that God had promised Him. God was effectively saying to Abraham, “Get in your car
(or camel) and drive until | stop you. Trust that | will bring you where | want you to go.” And
that’s what Abraham did. He trusted God and had faith that he would not be led astray if he
followed God wherever He led.

So what is God calling you to go and do in your life? Take some time to ask God to clearly tell
you what that is. Perhaps its to go and talk to your friend about Jesus. Or maybe its to go and
befriend that student who is marginalized or totally unlike you. Whatever it is, God is telling you
to go and trust Him. | assure you if you do that, the rest of the story becomes about what God
will do and is doing. You go and God will.



God’s Plan Never Fails
Read Genesis 12: 10-20

The Jewish, Muslims, and many Christians make Abram out to be some amazing saintly
figure. A man of faith he may be, but a man of great character he is definitely not. We see
that in this interesting story.

Abram went down to Egypt to escape the famine. But wait! In yesterday’s reading, God
has clearly shown Abram the land He was giving him. What’s Abram doing in Egypt? Yes,
there’s a famine, but what’s wrong with trusting God to provide? So now, he’s in Egypt,
and before they even entered Egypt, Abram told his wife, “Hey - you’re really hot looking,
but if the Egyptians see you, they’ll want to kill me so they can have you. So to save
myself, just say you’re my sister, so nobody will kill me.”

By the way, did Abram really know that they’ll kill Sarai? No - he made things up! In
reality, the Egyptians wouldn’t do that - their religion is has severe penalties against
murder. Anyways, they went into Egypt and Pharaoh, who found Sarai to be really hot,
made her his wife! Now, we’ll stop there. Keep in mind that God’s plan for a nation of
Israel was almost derailed by Abram’s sin. First of all, he wasn’t supposed to be in Egypt
to begin with, and secondly, he wasn’t supposed to lie to Pharaoh about Sarai. And now,
it seems that things are going to be screwed up because of what Abram did. But God
sent a plague among Pharaoh and his family, and it wouldn’t be long before Pharaoh
discovered that Sarai was Abram’s wife, not sister. Nothing will screw up God’s plan.

Oftentimes it certainly feels like this world is continually out of control, doesn’t it? It
almost feels, nowadays, that the world is falling apart day after day. There is great
uncertainty in the air with lots of insecurity, lots of anger and resentment. People die out
of senseless violence in many parts of the world. Even my mom tells me that she cannot
help but fear what the near future will bring. But isn’t it great that God’s plan is never
derailed, even in the midst of our sin? Indeed, God is in control. He is Lord over all - and
sin has nothing against him! What encouragement! What blessing!

Yes, sin has its consequences. But in the end, God makes sure that his kingdom
marches on forward. Just last week at Princeton Seminary’s opening chapel, Rev. Nancy
Gross, the Dean of Students, preached on how because technology is moving so fast,
there might come a day - according to scientists - that everything we know will fuse
together. Indeed, there may come a day when God is completely optional to human
knowledge, because scientists think they know everything. But even so, Dean Gross
reminded us that as Christians we always go back to the Gospel. Even though the world
races forward and falls apart, God is always Lord of all and in control.

Thus, let us always remember that God is Lord of all, and His plans never fail. Let this
truth continually strengthen us to fight the good fight, to take our stand with arms high
and hearts abandoned!



Following God Blindfolded
Read Genesis 13

Have you ever noticed how Egypt is never most desirable place in the Bible? | mean sure,
if the land is in a famine and there’s no water in sight, then Egypt looks pretty tempting; but
otherwise it’s never really the “place” to be. Today in Genesis 13 we find Abram coming out of
Egypt and out of a period of, let’s face it, rather cowardly living.
“From the Negev he went from place to place until he came to Bethel, to the place between Bethel
and Ai where his tent had been earlier and where he had first built an altar. There Abram called on
the name of the LORD.” (Genesis 13:3-4)

Sometimes, after particularly low periods in our walk with God it’s good to go back to where
we started to regain some perspective and this is exactly what Abram does. He goes back to the
place he first worships God and calls out to him again. Now notice how God has already set Abram
up for the next step of faith, and ironically, he does it by blessing him and Lot so much that they
now have to separate and Abram has to make a choice in order to maintain peace between him and
his nephew. Of course, as the oldest male leader of the family Abram has every right to take the
best property, so why doesn’t he? Or maybe if we look at it another way, maybe Abram had already
made his choice. He chose to do the will of God, and Lot chose to follow his own will. Where did
it lead them? Lot chose the land that looked more fertile, the land that reminded him of Egypt and
it lead him to settle down right into the wickedness of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abram in his choice
to live in the desert receives God’s encouragement. The thing is though God encourages him to
look up from where he is and around him, and he promises Abram he will receive something that
he will never see. Abram could have easily relied on all that God had already given him, he could
have easily settled like Lot in the plentiful land, but that was not God’s will. No, God’s will for
Abram was wandering in the desert following him the rest of his life, but it was something that
would fulfill God’s will, and ultimately it was the best thing for Abram. Notice that once Abram
pitched his tents near Mamre the first thing he did was build and altar to the LORD. He didn’t
return to the next best thing to Egypt like Lot .What does it all mean? Personally, it’s always meant
I can’t take settling for the typical “American dream” for granted. It’s meant I have to remember
and consider what kind of Egypt God has brought me out of and where he is leading. What is the
Egypt in your life? Are you trying your best to get back to your Egypt? Are you open to where
God is leading you?

Ask God for the faith to tr uswhereheaisteadsgyeun

when



Knowing Where the Praise Truly Lies

As you come into the presence of God today to read His Word and meditate on the words He
may be speaking to you, pray for a receptive heart, that you may be humble enough to accept
and allow God’s words to change your life today. Spend some time praying.

Read Genesis 14

God definitely works in cool ways. If you think about it, five kings weren’t able to defeat those
four kings. Yet, God used Abram and his 318 trained men (as opposed to the thousands at the
kings’ disposal) to show everyone that numbers do not matter when it comes to God bringing
about His plan on this earth. Let me draw your attention to what happened after Abram’s
victory though; both the king of Sodom and Melchizedek, the king of Salem approach Abram,
though with vastly different purposes. The king of Sodom approaches Abram and tells Abram:
just give me back all my relatives and subjects whom you’ve saved, and | will give you all the rest
of the non-human goodies that you captured from those four kings. Abram will have nothing to
do with it though, recognizing that the king of Sodom simply wants to be able to say, “I have
made Abram rich.” So Abram rejects his offer. In contrast, when the king of Salem, Melchizedek,
approaches Abram, he does something completely different. Unlike the king of Sodom, he does
not praise Abram for defeating the four kings and saving all the captives. Instead, Melchizedek
praises God and thanks Him for using Abram to “deliver your enemies into your hand.”

| feel like I’'ve also had an experience rather similar to that of Abram’s recently: | was recently
elected Homecoming King of Wheaton North High School. Just like Abram, | had accomplished
something quite...impressive (trying to say this with maximum humility). Like Abram, | had
overcome the odds (only being here two years prior to my election). And like Abram, | was
congratulated by various groups from school and church. Yet, | think that I’'ve been continually
reminded by friends and family that the real glory and praise belongs to God. In fact, one of my
friends from school (another member of the homecoming court) texted me Friday afternoon
(after | found out | was the Homecoming King) with the verse Galatians 1:10: “Am | now trying
to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am | trying to please men? If | were still trying to
please men, | would not be a servant of Christ.” In a sense, he acted as the Melchizedek to my
Abram; he reminded me that ultimately, the approval we should be seeking should be from God,
not from man. That we should desire to gain God’s accolades, not human ones. Not that human
accolades are bad; by no means! In fact, it’s important that we are periodically encouraged and
built up by those around us. It’s just that, when we look at the big picture, it’s ultimately God’s
accolades that truly matter. So even in the midst of all the hustle and bustle of homecoming
week, God continually reminds me that He is the one behind all the good in my life and that
even when humans recognize me for my achievements, | am simply another person in continual
need of more of Him.

Have you been relying too much on human praises to keep you going? Have you been taking the
glory when it truly belongs to God? How is God convicting you to seek His praise over human
praise? How is God calling you to use the spotlight you’ve been placed in to redirect that
spotlight to where it belongs—with God? Pray about it. Be honest with God (and yourself)
because you can’t fool Him. Ask Him to change your heart and mindset tangibly today. Because,
in the long run, He is the one who deserves all the glory and honor and praise. Amen.



