Youth Group Devotionals
Week 3
Genesis 8-11:9



Land Ho!

As | have been reading Emmaus more Bible stories from his children’s Bibles, it is so interesting how they
depict the flood in those books and also kid’s toys. It is always this big boat with lots of animals and
everyone is smiling. The animals and boat are super cute and | think Emmaus even has a pair of pajamas
with that. But can we all see the destruction of the flood that was brought. It isn’t a “G” rated cartoon
but a “R” rated movie where people are killed, flood brings destruction, and just lots of really bad horror.
So you can only imagine how Noah and his family felt on the ark. They are really excited that they were
saved but also must have been devastated by the sight around them. Everything as they knew was now
gone and they didn’t know when things would go back to normal

Read Genesis 8:1-19

They waited and waited until they finally saw the waters start to recede. After a long wait, there was the
hope that the waters are starting to come down. Just put yourself in the mindset of the family, 150 days
of watching the earth be filled with water. Each day you are wondering when things will return to normal.
Then you realize that things will never be the same again.

God has given Noah, his family and all the animals on board the task of starting again. God is a God of
second chances and we see here that he has given humanity another chance. Verse 15-17, “*> Then God
said to Noah, *® "Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives. *’ Bring out
every kind of living creature that is with you—the birds, the animals, and all the creatures that move
along the ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and increase in number upon it."
God gives Noah the instruction that we saw in the garden.

What a great story of grace and love! Then Noah sets up an altar to sacrifice to God. The aroma was
pleasing to God and God establishes a covenant (promise) with humanity. We can hold on to that
promise and know that God will always shower us with his grace and love.

Are you feeling like the floods and hardships are surrounding you? Are you waiting for when the waters
will finally go away? You can trust that God will provide and his timing is perfect. Hold on to the hope
that he will take the storms in your life away each day you just have to faithfully look towards Him. | love
Noah’s action afterwards in which he remembered that God provided so he built an altar to show a heart
of thanksgiving and centered on the one that provided for Him. We must remember to have that same
attitude of thanksgiving to Him who provides and guides us.



The Noahic Covenant
Genesis 8:20-9:17

As we come to the conclusion of the story of Noah and the Flood, its important for us to remember that
the Bible was not naturally a segmented and sectioned book. If we’re reading about the Noahic
Covenant, we have to read it within the context of the entire flood narrative, and then ultimately, God’s
redemption story. Take some time this morning to read the entire flood story but focus on Genesis
8:20-9:17.

Read Genesis 6-9

So often we hear the assumption that God changes from the Old Testament to the New Testament.
People incorrectly assume that God in the Old Testament is all about wrath and anger, who destroys
people for their disobedience, while God in the New Testament is full of mercy and grace and loves
people. Neither of those assertions is completely correct. God the Father is both perfectly just,
dealing out righteous judgment on the disobedient, but at the same time he is full of mercy and
compassion. We see such a clear picture of this in both the Old and New Testament, but we are given a
microcosm of God’s full character here in the Flood narrative.

At the start, we see God’s righteous judgment and wrath poured out on humanity because of their
disobedience. And yet, God is faithful to those who are obedient. He has compassion on Noah and
his family because Noah was righteous and blameless in his generation (he stood out from the crowd,
just like Enoch) Its true that without getting a clear picture of God'’s righteous judgment (the Flood) you
can’t fully understand his mercy and compassion either (Noah’s family).

Likewise at the end of the narrative, we see the covenant that God makes with Noah. A covenant was
an agreement made between to parties, and God makes a covenant with Noah (and ultimately humanity)
that He would never again so completely wipe out the living creatures on the earth. Once again, we

see God’s righteous judgment side by side with God’s mercy on us. These things aren’t contradictory.
They work side by side to give us a clear view of God’s character.

Take some time this morning and praise God for the fullness of His character. Read through Psalm 145
outloud as a praise to God who is both just and merciful, righteous and compassionate.



Dignity
Read: Genesis 9:18-28

So the LORD has created a flood to wipe out all the inhabitants of the earth save for Noah and
his family, as well as a bunch of animals. But right off the bat, we see that sin is never far away
from the door of humanity’s soul. Noah planted a vineyard, had a little more red wine than he
expected, and then just passed out naked in his tent. Why he would drink wine naked in the
first place is beyond me. Ham came in, and saw his dad naked, and then went out to announce
it to his brothers, “Hey guys! Check it out - dad’s NAKED in his tent! What a loser, getting
drunk and all!  And why did he drink wine naked in the first place?” Shem and Japeth,
however, would have none of it. True - they could’ve laughed along with Ham, but they did the
opposite, covering their dad’s nakedness while averting their eyes.

Culturally speaking, in those days, it is not right for older children to look at their parents -
especially their fathers - naked. Today, we don'’t care - but in those days it was a big deal. In
the ancient near east, the father figure is a towering, imposing figure. The father is a respected
character, much like how the father is in traditional Chinese culture. The father is the lord of the
household. But by seeing his father naked AND announcing it to his brothers, Ham has literally
made his dad a joke. One commentary goes farther and says that such an act “emasculated”
Noah. By seeing and joking about his naked father, Ham has stripped Noah of his fatherly
dignity.

Yet, Ham’s behavior - stripping others of their dignity - is so common in this world. You see this
whenever there is a conflict, from Washington DC to your backyard. Do you strip your parents of
their dignity by putting them down? There is a fine line between truth and emasculation. As an
example, my dad was a very simple-minded fellow. He was, and there’s no shame in being
simple-minded. But that does not mean he was dumb. If | called him “dumb” or “stupid”, |
would be no better than Ham, because | have torn down my dad’s dignity in the process. Do
you do that do your parents? Do you, in times of disagreement, tear them down verbally to
show that you have, somehow, the “upper hand”?

Okay, most of us probably don’t. But what about your brothers and sisters (biological or
Christian)? When the church is in disagreement, how do people resolve it? In peace and love?
Or by trading words of malice and anger? What about friends? Or what about people you
don’t like?

Jesus commands in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5: 43-45) that we are to love our
enemies and even pray for our persecutors! Yes, your enemies might have taken away your
dignity, but as Christians we don’t take theirs away. Let us, therefore, follow Jesus’ words, and
be people who never - like Ham - rob others of their dignities.



Leaving a Legacy

Read Genesis 10

So, by now you’re probably wondering where in all of this you’re going to get a decent quiet time out of
reading some random genealogy. When | think about genealogies | am reminded of my grandma who
has a deep interest in family history and has done a great deal of research into our family on several
sides during the past several decades. Whenever | go down to New Mexico to visit family | make a point
of going over to my Mama Jeanne’s house and listening for a few days to see what | can glean from all of
the things she has learned or remembered over the years which, as it turns out, is fascinating. She often
speaks of “the need to remember where you came from, so you know where you’re going”. | think in
many ways when we read biblical genealogies we need to remember this concept. It’s not simply a
random list of unpronounceable names, these are stories, there is meaning behind every name and the
way they are ordered. Lets look at a few examples.

“Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man. He was a mighty hunter before the
LORD. Therefore it is said, "Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the LORD." The beginning of his kingdom
was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. From that land he went into Assyria and built
Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city.” (Genesis
10:8-12)

Notice to begin with that a large portion of the table of nations is dedicated to this man, Nimrod. Nimrod
became a mighty man, a great hunter, and a hero which all sounds nice when you first say it, but hold on
a second. This man was the first one on earth to believe that he was better than other men and exalted
himself over them as their king. Nimrod established himself in a number of places we should be familiar
with, just a few are Babel, Shinar (Babylon), Assyria, and Ninevah. True these places did become great
kingdoms, but there was always an opposition between them God. The fruit of Nimrod’s legacy is
empires in opposition to God.

Now let’s take another entry from this long list of names.

“Shem, the older brother of Japheth, also had sons. Shem was ancestor to all the children of Eber. The
sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram.The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, Meshech.
Arphaxad had Shelah and Shelah had Eber. Eber had two sons, Peleg (so named because in his days the
human race divided) and Joktan.” (Genesis 10:21-24)

Eber is the great grandson of Shem, but if you will note in the first line it says that Shem is the ancestor
to all of the children of Eber. The link is significant because of all the other names in the passage and
great grandchildren of Shem, why does God choose to point out Eber? What is the fruit of Eber’s legacy?
The Hebrews. The children of Eber become the children of Israel. The chosen people of God. Jews even
today recognize Eber as the first of the Hebrew peoples. His legacy is a legacy of godliness and, for us
believers, ultimately redemption.

Here we have in one genealogy two different people, two different lives, and two very different lasting
consequences. One was very successful if we’re gauging success by power and influence on worldly
standards; the other chose to be used by God and emerged as a forefather of God’s redemptive work in
the lives of all people. Reflect on your life and values for a moment. What are you pursuing? What is the
end goal of your education? Your career? Your relationships? Your life? What are the lasting
consequences of the way you are living now? Ask God to help define your view and the legacy of his
redeeming work in your life.



Tearing down our proud spires, and learning to obey

Before we delve into today’s passage about the Tower of Babel, | would like to draw your attention back
to Genesis 1:28: “And God blessed them. And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and
over every living thing that moves on the earth.”” This passage documents the very first commandment
that God gives to humans: to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. And God does not command this
only once; in fact, he states his desire for humans to “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth” multiple
times (Genesis 9:1, 7)! God wanted humans to flourish and spread out over the earth and be able to
enjoy everything that God had given them.

Now read Genesis 11:1-9

Upon initial reading, you might think that there’s nothing wrong with what humans did. After all, they
simply wanted to feel safe and be acknowledged for their hard work right? The catch is that there is far
more to the story than those two innocent motivations. In fact, the people that appear in this story do
not have pure intentions at all. You see, people wanted to “build ourselves a city” and “make a name for
ourselves.” They wanted to find security in the things they built and be praised for the things they did.
Notice the self-sufficiency that is implied by their words. Not once do they mention God or His will for
humans (which was to multiply and fill the earth, not to remain all clumped together). So God comes
down, because his created beings (already) aren’t doing what they were created to do, and confuses
their language so that they all speak different languages now and must disperse because they can’t
communicate with one another anymore. Problem solved right? Now humans will fill the earth and do
God’s will and—nope, humans just never learn. If you look throughout the history of our world, you will
see numerous examples of people trying to exalt themselves and burrow in their own fortresses that
they erect to feel safe. Just look at all the Chinese emperors, or the Roman Caesars, or the European
kings. All these fellows ever wanted to do was to conquer, add to their land, make a name for
themselves so they’d be remembered for all they had done, and essentially construct a reputation for
themselves so that everyone else would look to them as the prime example of perfection.

When | think of everything that humans do to try and make themselves feel secure and put themselves
on a pedestal, | can’t help but laugh at the ridiculousness of their efforts. | am not saying this to criticize
because | myself am not, by any stretch of the imagination, a naturally humble person. Not even close.
In fact, pride and finding security in my own achievements is something that | struggle with mightily
every single day. The difference between me and all those Chinese emperors though is that | am
continually reminded by God that He is the ultimate security and that He ultimately deserves all the
glory. That means none for me or you,

‘cause it all belongs to God. Not that | don’t still struggle with pride and following God’s will for my life.
In fact, | continually need to pray that God will remind me to be humble enough so that | can do His
work effectively.

Reflect on how you have been proud, seeking glory for yourself, and still trying to find security in the
things of this world. How is God telling you to change? What are some tangible things that you can do to
show your trust in God? That He is your ultimate security? That our pride gets in the way of His plan?
Because | believe that if we all learn to put down our thoroughly burned bricks and our bitumen mortar,
stop constructing our own spires and fortresses exalting ourselves, and begin to humbly follow God’s
plan for us...He will honor that change in our hearts and allow us to take an even bigger part in the
change He desires to bring upon our lost world. God, our God, our amazing, loving God has a plan for
our world. And, similar to how the ending of the movie “To Save a Life” so eloquently put it, that He
allows us to have a part in His master plan...that’s truly amazing.



